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DESCRIPTION

Oriental Networks explores forms of interconnectedness between Western
and Eastern hemispheres during the long eighteenth century, a period of
improving transportation technology, expansion of intercultural contacts,
and the emergence of a global economy. In eight case studies and a
substantial introduction, the volume examines relationships between
individuals and institutions, precursors to modern networks that engaged in
forms of intercultural exchange. Addressing the exchange of cultural
commodities (plants, animals, and artifacts), cultural practices and ideas,
the roles of ambassadors and interlopers, and the literary and artistic
representation of networks, networkers, and networking, contributors
discuss the effects on people previously separated by vast geographical and
cultural distance. Rather than idealizing networks as inherently superior to
other forms of organization, Oriental Networks also considers Enlightenment
expressions of resistance to networking that inform modern skepticism
toward the concept of the global network and its politics. In doing so the
volume contributes to the increasingly global understanding of culture and
communication.
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BARBEL CZENNIA has served as associate professor of English at McNeese
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English literature at Georg-August-Universitat Géttingen, Germany, for more
than 25 years. She is the author or editor of many essays and two books,
including Celebrities: The Idiom of a Modern Era.

GREG CLINGHAM is emeritus professor of English at Bucknell University, a
life member of Clare Hall, Cambridge, and the author or editor of ten books,
including Johnson, Writing, and Memory. From 1996 to 2018, he was
director of the Bucknell University Press.
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