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Renaissance

by Anna Wainwright

DESCRIPTION

Widow City: Gender, Emotion, and Community in the Italian
Renaissance investigates the ever-evolving role of the widow in medieval
and early modern Italian literature, from canonical authors such as Dante,
Petrarch, and Boccaccio, to the numerous widowed writers who rose to
prominence in the sixteenth century—including Vittoria Colonna, Veronica
Gambara, and Francesca Turina—and radically changed the conversation on
public mourning. Engaging with broader intellectual discussions around
gender, the history of emotions, the politics of mourning, and the
construction of community, Widow City argues that widows served as key
models demonstrating to readers not just how to mourn, but how to live well
after devastating loss. At the same time, widows were figures of great
anxiety: their status as unattached women, and the public performance of
their grief, were viewed as very real threats to the stability of the social
order. They are thus key to broader intellectual understandings of
community and civic life in the Italian Middle Ages and Renaissance.

AUTHOR/EDITOR BIOGRAPHY

ANNA WAINWRIGHT is an associate professor of Italian studies and core
faculty in women’s and gender studies at the University of New Hampshire.
She is coeditor of the volumes Innovation in the Italian Counter-Reformation
(Delaware, 2020, with Shannon McHugh), Teaching Race in the European
Renaissance: A Classroom Guide (2023, with Matthieu Chapman), and The
Legacy of Birgitta of Sweden: Women, Politics and Reform in Renaissance
Italy (2023, with Unn Falkeid). 

Get 30% OFF • Use code RUP30

Free Shipping in the USA • USA & Latin American: rutgersuniversitypress.org • 1-800-621-2736

Canada: https://www.ubcpress.ca/rutgers-university-press • Rest of the World:
https://mngbookshop.co.uk/publisher/university-of-delaware-press/

Booksellers / bulk sales: sales@rutgersuniversitypress.org • Examination and desk copies:
rutgersuniversitypress.org/educator

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.ubcpress.ca/rutgers-university-press
https://mngbookshop.co.uk/publisher/university-of-delaware-press/
mailto:sales@rutgersuniversitypress.org
rutgersuniversitypress.org/educator
http://www.tcpdf.org

