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The Jews’ Indian

Colonialism, Pluralism, and Belonging in America

by David S. Koffman

DESCRIPTION

Winner of the 2020 Jordan Schnitzer Book Award in Social Science,
Anthropology, and Folklore
Honorable Mention, 2021 Saul Viener Book Prize

The Jews’ Indian investigates the history of American Jewish relationships
with Native Americans, both in the realm of cultural imagination and in face-
to-face encounters. These two groups’ exchanges were numerous and
diverse, proving at times harmonious when Jews’ and Natives people’s
economic and social interests aligned, but discordant and fraught at other
times. American Jews could be as exploitative of Native cultural, social, and
political issues as other American settlers, and historian David Koffman
argues that these interactions both unsettle and historicize the often
triumphant consensus history of American Jewish life. Focusing on the ways
Jewish class mobility and civic belonging were wrapped up in the dynamics
of power and myth making that so severely impacted Native Americans, this
books is provocative and timely, the first history to critically analyze Jewish
participation in, and Jews’ grappling with the legacies of Native American
history and the colonial project upon which America rests.

AUTHOR/EDITOR BIOGRAPHY

DAVID S. KOFFMAN is an assistant professor of history at York University in
Toronto, Canada. He is also the editor-in-chief of the journal Canadian
Jewish Studies / Etudes juives canadiennes.
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