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Contested Curriculum
LGBTQ History Goes to School

by Don Romesburg

DESCRIPTION

Today, many states have proposed so-called “Don’t Say Gay” bills that
prohibit public school teachers from mentioning LGBTQ topics in the
classroom. But a few states, like California, have taken decisive steps in the
other direction. They mandate inclusive education that treats LGBTQ history
as essential to the curriculum. At once a history of an evolving movement
and an activist handbook, Contested Curriculum navigates the rocky path to
LGBTQ-inclusive K-12 history education in the United States and recounts
the fight for a curriculum that recognizes the value of queer and trans lives.

What began in fits and starts in activism and educational materials across
the late twentieth century led to the passage of California’s landmark FAIR
Education Act in 2011, ensuring that LGBTQ history has a place in the K-12
classroom. Historian Don Romesburg, the lead scholar who worked with
advocacy organizations to pass the act, recounts the decades-long struggle
to integrate LGBTQ content into history education policy, textbooks, and
classrooms. Looking at California and states that followed its lead, he
assesses the challenges and opportunities presented by this new way of
teaching history. Romesburg’s powerful case for LGBTQ-inclusive education
is all the more urgent in this era of anti-gay book bans, regressive
legislation, and attempts to diminish the vital role that inclusive and honest
history education should play in a democratic nation.

AUTHOR/EDITOR BIOGRAPHY

DON ROMESBURG is a professor of women's and gender studies at Sonoma
State University in California. He is the editor of The Routledge History of
Queer America.
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