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DESCRIPTION

Marvel is one of the hottest media companies in the world right now, and its
beloved superheroes are all over film, television and comic books. Yet
rather than simply cashing in on the popularity of iconic white male
characters like Peter Parker, Tony Stark and Steve Rogers, Marvel has
consciously diversified its lineup of superheroes, courting controversy in the
process.

Panthers, Hulks, and Ironhearts offers the first comprehensive study of
how Marvel has reimagined what a superhero might look like in the twenty-
first century. It examines how they have revitalized older characters like
Black Panther and Luke Cage, while creating new ones like Latina superhero
Miss America. Furthermore, it considers the mixed fan responses to Marvel’s
recasting of certain “legacy heroes,” including a Pakistani-American Ms.
Marvel, a Korean-American Hulk, and a whole rainbow of multiverse
Spidermen.

If the superhero comic is a quintessentially American creation, then how
might the increasing diversification of Marvel’s superhero lineup reveal a
fundamental shift in our understanding of American identity? This timely
study answers those questions and considers what Marvel’'s comics, TV
series, and films might teach us about stereotyping, Orientalism,
repatriation, whitewashing, and identification.
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